Prayer Service

for 

International Eucharistic  Congress

2012

Junior  Classes
To do:

(Preparation for Prayer)

Suggestion for symbols for the sacred space:

· A bowl of water and a towel
· Candle
· Bread/wheat and grapes 
· A Bible

(Adapted from Alive–O 4, Term 3 Lesson 7) 
Sign of the Cross
Opening Hymn: Céad Míle Fáilte Romhat (Alive-O 4, page 382)
Leader (as the candle is lit)

When we eat this bread and drink this Cup, we proclaim your Death, O Lord, until you come again.

Leader: When we gather together to celebrate the Eucharist, 
we share a meal, 
we share food,
we share the bread of life.

We also share our lives, our thoughts, our worries and our stories.

We remember what Jesus did for us.

We give thanks.

Let us remember and give thanks today for Jesus, the Bread of Life.

We pray to the Lord.

All:  Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader: Let us stand.

As we gather together, let us remember:

All : (repeating after teacher, as they genuflect) Jesus is the Bread of Life.

Leader: As we share a special meal with others, let us remember.

All:   Jesus is the Bread of Life.

Leader:  As we share the Bread of Life, let us remember.

All:   Jesus is the Bread of Life.

Leader:  As we share our lives together, let us remember.
All:   Jesus is the Bread of Life.

Leader:  As we grow in God’s love and friendship, let us remember the example of service which Jesus gives us. Let us listen to an account of the Washing of the Feet in the Gospel of St John. 
Reader:  The Lord be with you.
All: And with your spirit.
From the Gospel of St John:
John 13:3-9

 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God;  so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist.  After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 

He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 

 Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 

 “No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” 

Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.” 

 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!” 
Leader
What is Jesus’ message to you in this passage? (Pause to reflect.)
Leader
Let us pray together in the words Jesus taught us.

All   Our Father...(perhaps children may pray with actions)
Sign of the Cross
Closing Hymn: I am the Bread of Life (Alive-O 4, pages 384-385)
 or the Eucharistic Congress hymn (see www. iec2012.ie)
Prayer Service

for 

International Eucharistic  Congress

2012

Senior  Classes

 (Adapted from Alive–O 8 Term 3 Lesson 6)
 (Preparation for Prayer)

· Cut out two large circles of card

· On one print the words “ Body of Christ”

· Draw a pie chart on the other circle

· Divide the pie chart into two 5 sections-Catholic, Church if Ireland, Presbyterian, Orthodox, Methodist- each to represent the main Christian Churches in Ireland

· Cut the pie chart into the 5 sections and invite one child to look after each section during the prayer service

Pray

The Body of Christ

Clear a space large enough so all the children can stand in one circle.

Place the ‘ Body of Christ’ circle on the floor in the centre of the group. 

A child holds each of the five sections of the pie chart.

At the appropriate time, each section of the pie chart is placed on top of the circle ‘Body of Christ’. 

Sign of the Cross

Leader  (As the candle is lit)

We all belong to the Body of Christ. 

Though each one of us is different, together we are one class. 

So it is with all Christians. 

Though we are different, we have all been baptised in Christ. 

Together we make up the Body of Christ.

Though we are different, together we say the Nicene Creed. 

All (hold hands and say)

Nicene Creed 

I believe in one God,

the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all things visible and invisible. 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the Only Begotten Son of God,

born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

and by the Holy Spirit

was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was

Crucified under Pontius Pilate,

he suffered death and was buried,

and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory

to judge the living and the dead

and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son

is adored and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic

and apostolic Church.

I confess one baptism

for the forgiveness of sins

and I look forward to 
the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Child 1 (or group)

Methodists.

Though we are different, we have been baptised in Christ.

 We belong to the Body of Christ. (Place first section of pie chart on top of Body of Christ.)

All Yes we believe! This we all believe!

Child 2

Presbyterians.

Though we are different, we have been baptised in Christ. 

We all belong to the Body of Christ. (Place second section of pie chart on top of Body of Christ.)

All Yes we believe! This we all believe!

Child 3

Church of Ireland.

Though we are different, we have been baptised in Christ. We belong to the Body of Christ.

(Place first section of pie chart on top of Body of Christ.) 

All Yes we believe! This we all believe!

Child 4

Orthodox Christians.

Though we are different, we have been baptised in Christ. We belong to the Body of Christ.

(Place first section of pie chart on top of Body of Christ.) 

All Yes we believe! This we all believe!

Child 5

Catholics.

Though we are different, we have been baptised in Christ. We belong to the Body of Christ. 

(Place first section of pie chart on top of Body of Christ.) 

All Yes we believe! This we all believe!

Leader

We have all been baptised in Christ. We all belong to the Body of Christ. Loving God, as we say the prayer Jesus taught all of us, we pray that one day we may be fully united in your love.

All (holding hands)

Our Father....

Concluding Prayer: IEC 2012 Congress Prayer (see www.iec2012.ie)
Sign of the Cross
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